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Art. V. — Ranarks on the Origin and History of the Parawas, hy Simon 
Casie Chitty, Maniyagar of Putlam, Ceylon, M.R.A.S. &c., 
&c., &c. 

In the classilicntion of the Tamil cnstcs, the Pnrnwng rank first 
ninong the tribos of fishcnncn, and tlicy nrc grncrully allowed to 
have been the earliest navigators in the Indian Dcean, like the 
Phccnicians in the Mediterranean. Tlicy nre dcseribed in the Tamil 
dictionary, entitled Nignndu Siilamnn(, \mder the head of Neylha- 
mh'makknl, or inliabitants of the sea-coast. In Sanscrit they nre 
called Varatavas, or Nishadas, and in Tamil, Parathar, Pataihavar, 
and Paravar. The author of the Ilistoria Ecclcsinstica (published 
in Tamil, at Tranquebar, in the year 1735), identifies them with the 
Parvaim of the Scriptures, and adds, that in the time of Solomon 
they were famous among those who made voyages by sea 5 but it 
does not appear that there is any solid foundation for this hypo- 
thesis. 

It is the general belief among the Parawas that tlieir original 
country was Ayudhyn, or Oude ; and it appears that previously to 
the war of the MahiibhSrat, they inhabited the territory bordering on 
the river Yamuna, or Jumna. At present, they arc chiefly found in 
the sea-port towns of the Tinnevelly district, in the South of India, 
and also in some of the provinces on the N. W. coast of Ceyhm. 

Willi regard to their origin, there is a variety, as well as dis- 
cordancy, of opinions. Some of the Ihntras which have been fol- 
lowed by Mr. Colebrooke, in the enumeration of Indian classes, 
represent them to be descended from a Drahnian by a Si'idra woman, 
while the Jiitibvdi Niil (a work of some celebrity among the Tamils), 
states them to be the offspring of a Kurawa (or basket-maker), 
begotten clandestinely on a female of the Chetty (or merchant) tribe. 
But the Parawas have among tliemselves quite a dilTerent tradition 
concerning their origin, which is founded on mythological fable. 
They relate, that their progenitors were of the race of Varuna,* and 
on the occasion when Si'fo had called Kartikya* into existence, for 
destroying the overwhelming power of the Asuras,» they sprang up 
with him from the sacred lake Saraicnna, and were like him nursed 
by the constellation Kariika. At the close of the last kalpa, when 
the whole earth was covered with a deluge, they constructed a dhdni, 

* God of Uic sen. * God of nrmi. * Or evil Bpirils. 
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or boat, and by it escaped the general destruction, and that when 
dry land appeared they settled on the spot where tiie dhdni rested ; 
hence it is called Dhdnipura, or the City of the Boat. 

The Parawas were once a very powerful people, and no doubt 
derived much of their ascendency over other tribes from their 
knowledge of navigation. They had a succession of kings among 
them, distinguished by tl»e title of Adi'yardsen, some of wliom seem 
to have resided at Uttara KAsamangay, called at that time the city of 
Mangay, a place of Ilindil pilgrimage in the nciglibourhood of 
Rdmndd. 

In the Parana, entitled ValMsii I'uninam, we meet witli the fol- 
lowing fable. Piirvali, the consort of Siva, and her son Kartikya, 
having offended the deity by revealing some inclfublc mystery, 
were condemned to quit their celestial mansions, and pass through 
an infinite number of mortal forms, before they could be re-admitted 
to the divine presence ; on the entreaty of Piirvati, however, they 
were allowed (as a mitigation of the pimishment awarded) each to 
undergo but one transmigration ; and as about this time Triambaka, 
king of the Parawas, and Varuna Valli his consort, were making 
tajmii,* to obtain issue, Pdrvati condescended to be incarnated as 
their daughter, under the name of Tirys^r Madenli. Ilcr son Kar- 
tikya transforming himself into a fish, was roaming for some time in 
the north sea. It appears, however, that he left the north, and made 
his way into the south sea, where, growing to an inimcusc size, he 
attacked the vessels employed by the Parawas in their fisheries, and 
threatened to destroy their trade ; whereupon tlie king Triambaka 
made a public declaration, that whoe\-er would catch the fish should 
have his daughter to wife. Siva now assuming the character of a 
Parawa, caught the fish, and became re-united to his consort. 

In that section of the Mahjtbhiirat entitled Adipurva, it is said, 
that the king of the Parawas who resided on the hanks of the 
Juniiu, having found an infant girl in the belly of a fish, adopted 
her as his own daughter, giving her the name of Machchah(nd( * and 
that when she grew up, she was employed (as was customary with 
the females of the I'arawa tribe) to ferry passengcirs over the river. 
On a certain day, the sage Pdraiara^ having chanced to meet her at 
the ferry, she became with child by him, and was subsequently 
delivered of a son, the famous Vyusa, who conqxiscd the Purfmas. 
Her great personal charms afterwards induced king Sanlanu, of the 

' Acts of duvulion. « In the Mayavala .she is ealleil Satyavad, 

• He U BU|ij)oaca to liavc lived about Iho year 2(125 of Hio world. 
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lunar race, to admit her to his roynl bed, niid by him she became 
tbc mother of Vachitravirya, the gratidsirc of the I'tiiulavas and Kau- 
ravas, whose contentions for the throne of Ilnstinn|nir, form the 
subject of the MahiibhJirat. Hence the Parawas bonst of being allied 
to the lunar race, and call themselves accordingly, besides displaying 
at their wedding- feasts the banners and emblems peculiar to it. 

In the drama of Alliarasany,' who is supposed to have resided at 
Kudremall<5, on the N. W. coast of Ceylon, the Parawas act a con- 
spicuous part. We find them employed by the princess in fishing 
for pearls, off the coast, and that under a severe penalty they were 
obliged to furnish her with ten kulams of pearls every season. The 
fact of the pearl-fishery is corroborated by the vast quantity of 
oyster-shells which arc found embedded in the sand along the sea- 
shore, from Pukalam to Kondatjai. 

After the conquest of the Dckkan by the Muhammedans, the' Pa- 
rawas were dispossessctl of their fisheries, and the Indo-Moors, who 
were in the ueigiibourhood, began to treat them with great contempt. 
AVhen the Portuguese established themselves in Cochin, the Parawas 
(by the advice of " Juan da Crnz," who had some time before been to 
Portugal, and there rccciveil into the Catholic Church) deputed 
some I'aUankattys, or head-men, to that place (Cochin), requesting 
their aid, and having succeeded in obtaining a ship, and some troops, 
they were soon delivered from the Mnhammedan yoke, and resumed 
their fisheries without any interruption. Sliortly after this event 
■JO.OOO Parawas embraced the Christian religion ; but as their 
njotive was simply to please their new masters, they soon 
relapsed into llindiiism ; the celebrated missionary Francis Xavier, 
however, arriving at Tutoeoryu in 15-12, and there establishing the 
truth of the doctrines he preached by miracles, they were again 
brought to the faith, — and the whole of their tribe, without a single 
exception, submitted to the pale of the Romish Church. It appears 
that the Portuguese treated the Parawas with great kindness, permitted 
intermarriages, and even allowed them to assume their surnames ; 
so that we find among them, many Da Limas, Da Cruz's, Da 
Andradns, Da Cunhas, &c. Tliey gave the chief of the Parawas the 
tide of " JDom," and allowed him the exclusive right of wearing a 
gold chaiu with a cross, as a badge of nobility. 

As soon as the Dutch took possession of Tutocoryn and 
other adjacent towns, where the Parawas are found, they employed 
Dr. Baldens, and o few other ministers of their persuasion, to 

' In the lihagavala she is v:\lleil Chitrangadal. 



ON THE PARAWAS. 133 

suppress the Roman Catholic faith, and to ])ersuadc the Parawas to 
adopt their own in its stead ; but in this they met with a total 
failure, and were once very nearly bringing on a general revolt. 
Notwithstanding the intolerance of the Dutch with regard to the 
Romish church, the Parawas still remember them with gratitude, as 
they alTorded them the means of an extensive livelihood, by esta- 
blishing in their principal town (Tutocoryn) n public manufactory of 
cloth, and thus maintaining a considerable circulating capital. 

The Parawas arc divided into thirteen classes, among which, 
however, there is little or no distinction, and though I have elsewhere 
particularized them, I think it proper to notice them in this place. 

The first class are chiefly headmen. 

The second class arc dealers in cloth. 

The third class are divers for corals. 

The fourth class are sailors. 

The fifth class ore divers for pearl -oysters. 

The sixth class are divers for clmnks. 

The seventh class are packers of cloth. 

The eighth class are fishers who catch tortoises. 

The ninth class are fishers who catcli porpoises. 

The tenth class are fishers who catch sharks and other fish. 

The eleventh class arc palanquin bearers. 

The twelfth class are peons, who wait about the person of the 
Chief. 

The thirteenth are fishers who catch crabs. 

The Parawas dilfer very little from other Tamil tribes, in their 
features, complexion, and shape. They generally shave the bead, l»ut 
wear large mustachios on the upper lip ; and as they consider it a 
mark of efl'eminacy to bore the ear, they leave it without any orifice. 
Among the superior classes, the dress of the men consists of a piece 
of fine cloth, with tinged borders, called " somen," which is wrapped 
round the waist, and reaching to their ankles, encircles them two or 
three times, and is then tucked in. Over this is wuru a s<irt of 
muslin coat, called " nngarha," reaching about to tbt; knee, and over 
this a .shawl, which crosses their body, and is then tlirown <ivcr 
the shoulders, gracefully flowing on each side, while the head is 
covered with a turban, or a flat-topped cap, made of velvet, and often 
embroidered with gold. In Ceylon, however, the " amjarka" is not 
in vogue, and they have in its place a short jacket, called " asair," 
(with puffed sleeves,) which is fastened down the front with a thick 
row of small buttons. The dress of the inferior classes consists of 
little else than a piece of cloth, called " caycli," wrapped round the 
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waist, and another square piece called " unimal," twisted round the 
head. There is no dilTcrcnce in the garment of the female sex ; hoth 
the superior and inferior classes wear alike, and it is by the quality 
alone that they are distinguished. It consists of a single cloth, in 
the form of a sheet, called " chela," which, wrapped round the body, 
and tucked in under the arm, crosses the bosom, and falls down in 
large folds before and behind, as low as their ankles, like a petti- 
coat; and is sometimes put on gracefully. 

With regard to the ceremonies observed by the Parawas on their 
weddings and funerals, they being for the most part similar to those 
of the other Tamil tribes, I shall omit their description. 

The Parawas in Ceylon, (hough they have headmen of their own, 
called Adapendrs, yet arc under the control of the MAdeliara of the 
districts in which they live, and during the existence of compulsory 
labour in the colony, were bound to perform service to government 
by sea, often without payment. In the South of India they form a 
distinct community, presided over by a chief, called Jddi Talavan, or 
" Head of the Caste," who resides at Tutocoryn, holding his ollice 
upon the same tenure as the other Zemindars under the Company's 
Rovcrnmcnt. lie was denominated by the Dutch the " Prince of 
the Seven Havens," and had formerly many exemptions and privi- 
leges annexed to his odicc; among which was one, that he appro- 
priated to himself a certain portion of the pearl-oysters fished olT 
his territory. 



